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French winegrowers abroad

They have created new openings into world markets, showing that France is still the home of wine.
On Monday 23 April 2007 was held second annual salon devoted to "French winegrowers abroad" in the former home of Georges Bizet, the creator of the opera Carmen. Twenty-one French winegrowers who produce abroad presented their own foreign wines to the French and International press as well as to European wine industry professionals including dealers, restaurateurs, sommeliers and importers. All in all more (han ten wine producing countries were represented and over sixty bottles were available for tasting to the three hundred and fifty visitors present. "Ifs an interesting initiative which is full of great surprises," was one comment in the guest book. 'Foreign wine is beginning to interest the French public. My aim here is to show that the French are dynamic. Using their savoir-faire, (hey help improve wine around the whole of the viticultural globe " explained the organiser Sylvain Ouchikh.
For these pioneers, emigration dces not mean turning their backs on France. Quite the opposite Deutz for example brings all its know-how to bear on a fine method champenoise sparkling wine in New Zealand. Veronique Drouhin (from the Maison

Joseph Drouhin) has developed a fine vintage from pinot noir in Oregon, United States, and Michel Laroche has been working with Chilean chardonnays.

Others, like Estelle Dauré, take the chance to use their imaginations "l took a real risk with my Chilean bottles and really let myself go. l packaged my Tacon Alto range [which meana "high nee/" in Spanish] in a shoebox l could never have got away with it in France "

ln the massively changing viticultural world, where the aggressive marketing of New World wine cannot be ignored, the new producers position themselves not as competitors to but rather as ambassadors of French viticulture. They have managed to export the French vineyard culture to far away countries. Michel Chapoutier, whose Jasper Hill "Georgia's Paddock" 2001 received the "Coup de coeur FEW* ' award, treats his Australian estate with the same care as his French wines. Catherine Père-Vergé, owner of Montevieio and partner at the Clos de Los Siete (Argentina) divides her time between the land of the tango, and Bordeaux. She carefully monitors every stage of the wine's development from the vine to the barre/. "This way, other countries get to see just the culture of TLC inherent in French winegrowing, » remarks Jacques Lurton. Furthermore, the different products on offer enable to better penetrate markets devoted to New World wines. This is something that surprises Jean-Marie Bourgeois ". Thanks to my New Zealand wines, l have now managed to get a foot into American or Asian markets. Restaurateurs taste my Clos Henri then discussion turns to my French.
wines They get to see how across the regions,

French wines in general are good and affordable

And their focus returns to wines from our country " •

* FEW French Expat Wine
